Seven Oaks was built as the residence of Mr. Peter Guerrant who owned an
extensive plantation in what 18 now called the Jack's Mill district of Floyd County, Virginia.
Peter Guerrant's family came to America from France in the eighteenth century. By the
beginning of the nineteenth century, Peter's father, Samuel owned a plantation in Franklin
county, Virginia, consisting of thousands of acres. Samuel's home is still standing on route

miles from it's intersection with route 221.

Some time around 1825, Peter Guerrant, who was born in Franklin county in 1799,
purchased the land on which Seven Oaks now sits. In 1831 Floyd county was formed and

named afier the current governor of Virginia, John Floyd. Peter Guerrant was
:nstrumental in the birth of the county, helping to lay out the county boundaries and serving

Peter Guerrant also served as sheriff of Floyd county and this may explain a room
in the house with bars over the window. This room, probably originally a paniry, is located
between the two rooms on the ground floor and under the stairway. Stories abound about
this room. It does have a window cut between the kitchen wall and the pantry and fitted

with wooden bars. It has a door, which, if original, is like the other doors in the house.
Elderly persons claim that this room was used for housing run away slaves. They claim

slaves were closed up in there 1o punish them. 1S 1 . Mr. Charles
Janey who at this writing is 71 years old and was bomn in this house says that they coined
the phrase "dark room" because his parents would send them to this room for punishment



